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in the Lutheran Synibola, especially in Formula Concordise, where the 
law and gospel are put in right relations to each other, and the gospel 
is given its due value. 

The pamphlet is characterized by strong conviction, by thorough 
study of the subject, and by a liberal Christian spirit. The author's 
endeavor to "defend" the state church, "opening its arms to the whole 
nation," as " ideally and in reality more evangelical than any independ- 
ent church organization," cannot alter the plain New Testament 
doctrine of the church. It is characteristic of the Swedish Lutheran 
theologians to deal partially with the Reformed sister-church. Mr. 
Bohlin's treatise is not free from this narrowness. — Carl G. Lager- 
gren. 

Kelchspendung und Kelchversagung in der abendldndischen Kirche. 
Ein Beitrag zur Kultusgeschichte. Von Dr. Julius Smend. (Gottingen : 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1898; pp. 104; M. 2.80.) The question 
which prompted the writing of this book, as the author tells us, was, 
whether there were any Roman Catholic churches on the continent of 
Europe in which it was still a custom, as late as the sixteenth century, 
to give the sacramental cup to the laity. This had been affirmed as a 
fact by Hillmann in a monograph entitled Die evangelische Gemeinde 
Wesel und ihre Willibrords Kirche (1896), and considerable documen- 
tary evidence had been brought forth by Hillmann for the correctness 
of his contention. To satisfy himself of the soundness of this position 
Dr. Smend began researches of his own, and these he publishes in the 
volume before us. The volume does not contain so much the proof of 
isolated cases where the withdrawal of the consecrated cup from the 
laity had not become complete as late as the sixteenth century, although 
new evidence for this position is not entirely lacking ; the author 
rather has broadened out his subject and has given us an outline his- 
tory of the steps which gradually led to the cotnmunio sub una in the 
mediaeval church. The task the author set out to do was no easy one, 
and, although the book is, in outward appearance, a slight one, this is 
no criterion of the vast labor spent in the search for material which 
was stowed away largely in somewhat inaccessible places. — Albert 
J. Ramaker. 

What Shall We Think of Christianity? By Wm. Newton Clarke, 
D.D. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899; pp. 149; $1.) Since 
the publication of his Outline of Theology Dr. Clarke has been 
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universally recognized as a singularly clear and reasonable thinker upon 
the problems of Christian doctrine. It is a matter of general interest 
to know what such a man thinks of present-day Christianity, with all 
its limitations and imperfections, and how he would present these 
convictions to those not necessarily in sympathy with himself. In 
this little volume, made up of three lectures delivered before an audi- 
ence of students at the Johns Hopkins University, Dr. Clarke meets 
just such an inquiry. Under three heads — "The Christian People," 
"The Christian Doctrine," and "The Christian Power" — he sets forth 
his conception of the divine realities that, spite of all human misap- 
prehension, gave to Christianity its dignity and worth and power. 
The discussion is no polemic. One needs to read but a few pages to 
appreciate the atmosphere of gentleness, goodness, and truth in which 
his thought proceeds ; and no less marked is that same freshness and 
vigor which made his theology so notable a contribution to religious 
literature. Familiar truisms, under his treatment, become full of fresh 
suggestion. In days of much confused thinking, and of a muddy or 
over-laden style of expression, his simple, limpid English is a delight 
to the reader. The force of the argument and the winsomeness of its 
spirit will make the book helpful and persuasive to a wide circle of 
readers. — Henry Kingman. 

Die Rettung des Menschen durch Christum, in neuer Weise aus der 
Schrift entwickelt. Von Paul Johannes. Erster Theil : Die objektive 
Seite. (Meissen: Verlag von H. W. Schlimpert, 1898; pp. iv+402; 
M. 3.60.) This book is a defense of the orthodox Lutheran statement of 
the doctrine of justification by faith against the teachings of Beck and 
Ritschl. So far as we can see, there is nothing in it which can be called 
new, unless it be the entire absence of the usual "rabies theologorum," 
and the fact that the author does not rest his conclusions on the state- 
ments of other theologians with which he happens to agree. There is an 
entire absence of corroborative citations from other theological works, 
while, on the other hand, the Scriptures are made the basis of his 
proofs. This latter fact probably accounts for the somewhat pre- 
tentious title : " in neuer Weise aus der Schrift entwickelt." The chief 
merit of the book is the emphasis the author lays on sin and its conse- 
quent punishment, on the necessity of an atonement, and on the fact 
that a complete and satisfactory atonement has been made by Christ. 
The book needs a concluding part in which the human or subjective 
side of salvation is treated. — -Albert J. Ramaker. 



